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WASHINGTON, DC 20510
Federal Communications Commission

Offlce-of the Secretary

April 24, 2008

The Honorable Kevin 1. Martin
Chainnan
FedCIa1 Communications Commission
445 12d1 Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear \VIt. Chainnan:

We write regarding the Commission·$ Report on Broadcast Localism and :Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking. While we appreciate some ofthe Commission's conclusions, we have
substantial concerns regarding certain proposals in the Report that look to bygone regulations
for instmotion on today's evolving and bighly competitive media industry~

We are most concerned with the imposition ofpermanent advisory boards and the
creation ofIedundant and burdensome requirements for license renewal. Nationwide. many
broadcasters actively engage their audiences to ensure that they meet their pUblic interest
requirements. It is whony ~wammted to force all licensees to adhere to a blanket regu.lato\y
regime that does not account for the diverse needs and challenges ofcommunities across the
nation, and the mellsures that many broadcasters are already taking in this regard. Such an
approach is at direct odds with the policy goal ofensuring our country's broadoasters serve
the communities within whiob they operate.

Implicit in some ofthe Report's proposals are clear Constitutional concerns regarding
the spec. ofgovernment regulated content. Local licensees are compelled by finanoial and
fiduciatY iIql.'eratives to provide ,reSpol1sive, community oriented progranuning. Ifa
particu~ lic~see i.s not ~eeting the local interests ofa giv~n communityl listeners and
Viewers may t\IIn'to anotb.er source. Additionally, unlike othermedia outlets that
broadcas~rs compete wit!t; licensees have a number ofpublic interest requirements tbat they
are already reqUired to m~t. Moreover, communities have a means ofrecoumc through
e~isting·.-egu1ations to address complaint$ iftheir local broadcasters fail to meet statutory
public interest obligations.

M4itionally, the Main Studio Rule and the requirement that broadcasters maintain a
physioal prcs~nce at every facility during hours ofopemtion belie the fact that advances in
technology make these burdensome regulattons needless in today's marketplace. These
proposals will. strap revenue and tie up limited resources. J;esulting in a reduced. ability to
provide quality, community oriented pWgfamming. Indeed, reinstating the Main Studio Rule
wO.uld require broadcasters ttl make,signiflcant'alldTed\ln.dant investments in facilities and
personnel simply to contintJe setvipg ijI,e SilDle listening audience. This would undc=rcut the
very efficiencies t:'mlt alloW many broa8oasters to op=ratc in today·s market.
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In regards to emergency infoxmatioD. broadcasters throughout the nation have
consistently played a leading role in issuing timely wamings and disseminating pUblic
assistance informatioD. To be sure. it is due to advances in technology that it is not always
neccssaI)" to have aphysioal presence in the studio durlng all hours ofoperation. All
broadcasters shoU~d be ablo to take advantage ofadvan"5 in technology that improve their
ability to better serve their audiences.

We recognize the Commission's unique obligation to the public. and its commitment
to CDSure appropriate use ofthe nation's airwaves. However, we urge the Collilllission to
heed the ooncerns ofresponsible licensees that would be unjustifiablypenalizedby
regulations intended to address the alleged. shortcomings ofother, unaffiliated stations.

Sincerely,

~-~
United States Senator

ca.v1)-~
Pete Domenici
United States Senator

~r~.c.
RobertBeD1iett
United,States Senator

John Barrasso
United States Senator

~IJ:/.
Michael Enzi ~
United States Senator
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~United States Senator
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Norm Coleman
United States 'Se~ator
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~~James Inhofe
:ted States Senator

~~-Lis Murkowski
United States Senatol'

()aULIW~
ChuokH~
United States Senator


